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Erection of the Global Tower in B-Con Plaza
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Summary

A large convention facility called B-con Plaza was built in the center of the city of Beppu, in
Oita Prefecture. The facility is intended to be instrumental in activating the local tourist indus-
try by encouraging Japanese and foreigners to hold sizable meetings and events there. A 125m
tower, symbolic of the facility, was also built on the site. The tower has an observation deck lo-
cated 100m above the ground which offers a sweeping view of Beppu Bay.

The tower resembles a sailing vessel. A remarkable feature of the tower is that its structure
holds its shape by virtue of the balanced tensile strength of cables stretched between a steel
back frame resembling a sail and its spar which resembles a mast. This paper discusses the

erection of the tower.
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